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Foreword Henk Bleker
It all started in the Golden Age, with
paintings by Albert Cuyp, for instance:
Dutch meadow landscapes with cattle. In
the Hague School - between 1860 and
1890 - we also see (young) cattle in the
impressionistic looking landscape
paintings. It is precisely during that period
that the first Dutch - mainly Frisian breeding cattle cross the border. In
demand abroad for health and milk
production. Many dairy farms in our
neighboring countries are based on this
excellent breeding stock. As strong young
females of more than 20 months - a few
months pregnant - they are the foundation
of complete herds.
The export of young heifers has grown
enormously in the last thirty years. More
than 60 countries - sometimes developing
countries - are building their livestock with
this typical Dutch product of excellent
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cattle breeding that sometimes goes back
many generations. It does not stop at the
export of heifers. On the contrary. Breeding
cattle are, as it were, the ambassador of
Dutch knowledge in the field of dairy
farming and dairy: housing, milk
technology, animal health, breeding
programs (semen and embryos), dairy
technology and logistics.
And the demand for Dutch breeding stock
is still unprecedented. Asia, the Middle
East, Eastern Europe, but also African
countries are knocking on the door of
Dutch exporters, breeders and dairy
farmers.
It is extremely bitter that the Netherlands
has to start saying "no". For, there is less
and less of that Dutch top cattle. More and
more farmers are no longer keeping young
stock. Although every cow has to bring a
calf every year, also excellent female

calves are increasingly 'entering the veal
circuit', where they are slaughtered after
eight months. Reason: for every animal
that a farmer has, he must have
phosphate rights and these are expensive,
so they choose to keep the most profitable
animals, which are the adult lactating
cows. So: as soon as possible - 14 days
after birth - away with each surplus calf. In
many cases import is even chosen instead
of own young stock rearing for the
replacement of old cows.
The keeping of young animals - which
were bought as promising calves and
were excellently cared for until the
moment of export, with a lot of grazing
(sometimes in nature reserves) by often
small-scale farms, is also declining
sharply. The cause here too: the yield is
too low now that such farms must have
phosphate rights.

In short, the rearing of beautiful female
breeding stock is declining rapidly, the
young animals are disappearing from the
Dutch landscape and the export comes to a
standstill (not only the export of the animals,
but also everything related to them gets a
big dent).

"Yes, then there were still
young cattle in the
meadows".
Dr Henk Bleker, chairman
Vee&Logistiek Nederland

All this was probably not foreseen or
intended when the new phosphate system
was designed. It would be a historic mistake
if the system were not repaired, at least for
young stock that go abroad before a calf is
born. The tide can still be turned now. The
phosphate production of this young stock for
export is negligible overall. So: where
there’s a will, there’s a way.
It would be a drama if we had to refer to
paintings from the Golden Age and from the
Hague School to show our children ...
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Introducing: The Dutch breeding heifer
The Dutch breeding programs are known as innovative

She is a young adult cow, often just a few months
pregnant, and will start producing milk after the birth of
her first calf. The Dutch breeding heifer, and thus the
Dutch dairy farming sector, is world famous. Dutch
breeders already introduced Frisian Dutch cows to the
United States in the mid-19th century, laying the
foundation for the globally appreciated Holstein-Friesian
breed.

Progressive

The Dutch breeding programs are known as innovative,
with many practical features such as a friendly character,
good health and a good appearance as an important
basis. Furthermore, the Holstein-Friesian cow thrives in
all kinds of climate conditions.
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Professional

In recent years it has become apparent that the milk
production of Dutch heifers in some destination countries
is already higher than in the Netherlands. This makes it
clear that selecting breeding animals is a real skill. The
Netherlands is among the top and has a good reputation
to uphold in that area. It is not without reason that our
royal couple regularly visits companies with Dutch cattle
abroad.

She's a winner!

The Dutch dairy cow is not only a hardworking lady when
it comes to producing milk. Its milk is richer in healthy
nutrients such as natural fats and proteins than that of
other breeds. Our Dutch splendor regularly wins a
competition varying from regional to national level.
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GROWING
DEMAND FOR
DAIRY
Global demand for dairy will
increase by 2 to 3% over the
next ten years. However, milk
production only grows by 1%.
This means that there is a
growing need for good dairy
cattle.
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The worldwide strength of
the Dutch breeding heifer
Dairy cows against global poverty
An important part of the United Nations 2030 agenda are the
"Sustainable Development Goals" (SDGs). These goals form the
international framework for sustainable development. The core of
the development goals is to end extreme poverty, inequality,
injustice and climate change.
Dutch dairy cows can make an important contribution to reducing
poverty by supporting the livelihoods of 150 million farmers in a
direct and indirect sense. The associated dairy sector provides
employment; an important way to escape poverty. In addition, the
sector can play a role in reducing inequalities between countries,
regions and gender.

It is striking that women occupy a very important
position in the global dairy sector. According to research
by J. Njuki and P.C. Sanginga from 2013 shows that in
25% of livestock farmers' households, dairy cattle are
mainly directly owned by women. Worldwide, 80 million

women are employed in the dairy sector and it often
offers them a first step to acquire a better position in
society for themselves.
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Knowledge and innovation
More food security through innovations and coordination between supply and demand

Through chain cooperation, the dairy sector can also
contribute to more food security and better human
health. This through innovations and a better
coordination between supply and demand.
Combating climate change, protecting and restoring soil,
ecosystems and promoting sustainable management of
water and sanitation are also objectives that are well
suited to the sector.

In this way, the Dutch breeding heifer can contribute to
global challenges on a local scale. In order to achieve
these goals, it is important that the various parties in local
chains work together. The Dutch dairy sector can make
knowledge and innovations applicable and accessible to
all farmers.

CONSUMPTION GROWS
Consumption per person will grow from
114 kg of dairy per year now, to 127 kg
in 2025. That is 2.5 kg per week

On a local scale, the Dutch breeding heifer can
contribute to the global challenges
10
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Impact routes of ownership of dairy cows in the welfare of households

Offspring

Global milk production per specie (2016)

Sales/
income
Investment

Dairy cows

Milk

Manure

CATTLE 83%

Food

Crops

Outside
of the
farm

BUFFALO 14%

GOAT 2%

SHEEP 1%

CAMEL 0.3%

Source: The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
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The life of the Dutch breeding
heifer for export
A dairy cow gives birth to a beautiful calf every year
and therefore continues to give milk. These calves are
later used to guarantee a healthy, genetically strong
and varied dairy herd.
Dutch breeding heifers are born on modern dairy farms
and are raised there, or at a small-scale rearing company.
From their fourth or fifth month of life, they can walk in a
group outside for most of the year, in the meadows around
the farm or in nature reserves. The animals are fertilized
when they are sexually mature, at the age of 15-16
months. Around the age of 20 months they are sold as
pregnant export heifers or after calving they go to a Dutch
farm to give milk.
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Grow it yourself or outsource it?
In the past, the young stock was raised on the same farm
where the calf was born. But to keep afloat as a dairy
farmer nowadays, the rearing of their own animals is done
on an ever smaller scale and often even completely
outsourced. This is often done by farmers who, when they
have stopped milking cows, are still keen to rear twenty to
thirty head of young stock. With current regulations, both
situations will no longer apply in the future. There will be
no more Dutch young stock grazing in our landscape. And
instead, for economic reasons, breeding heifers will be
imported.
Why export a live animal and not just semen?
With the export of breeding heifers taken care of down to
the last detail, a personal guide travels with them from

the Netherlands to ensure that the animals arrive at their
destination with the right knowledge and skills. During the
first weeks, these animals, but also the livestock farmers
on the spot, are given extensive assistance, especially
with respect to the care and feeding of the heifers, and
afterwards there is intensive contact for inspection.
Because the export heifer carries a calf with her and
starts to give her milk fairly quickly after calving, you
make a direct contribution in several ways to the
construction of a dairy herd and therefore to employment
and the economy of the importing country.
Semen is often delivered if a basic group of Holstein dairy
cows already exists on site. For, if there is proper fertility
support available, it will still take more than two years
after insemination before there is a lactating cow and a
calf.
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Consequences of
reduced export of
breeding heifers
On average, almost 50,000 breeding
heifers are exported every year. Since
the introduction of the phosphate
reduction scheme in 2017, that number
has declined sharply. If the policy
remains unchanged, the export of
breeding cattle will fall sharply in 2019
and beyond. With an average yield of €
1,700 per breeding heifer, each drop of
10,000 heads will result in a direct
turnover drop of € 17 million per year.
That is € 85 million per year if the total
export ceases.
In reality, the loss will be a factor 4
higher, because the export-related
sales of barn equipment, milking
equipment and dairy technology will
also disappear. Then we are talking
about an amount of 0.34 billion.
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Dutch breeding heifer for export
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16. Croatia

211

2. Jordan

5,099

17. Oman

187

3. Poland

4,052

18. Turkey

148

4. Spain

2,603

19. Czech Rep.

125

5. England

1,729

20. Ireland

104

6. Morocco

1,273

21. Bulgaria

83

7. Algeria

1,206

22. Ukraine

65

8. Latvia

1,141

23. France

46

667

24. Albania

36

10. Italy

559

25. Uzbekistan

23

11. Kuwait

529

26. Danmark

13

12. Romania

512

27. Lebanon

10

13. Kosovo

425

28. Ethiopia

4

14. Belgium

406

29. Egypt

1

15. Portugal

246

30. Lithuania

1

9. Germany

11

24,661

On average there have
been 1.6 million milk and
calf cows in the
Netherlands over recent
years. Each year about
500,000 female calves
were born and herd-book
registered. Last year,
46,000 heifers were
exported (almost 10%).
Source: CRV Jos Buiting
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Phosphate system
threatens the Dutch
breeding heifer!
There are opportunities in the Netherlands to raise export
heifers and bring them to value. The genetically highquality animals help destination countries become selfsufficient in their dairy production and provide muchneeded economic opportunities and employment. With an
amendment to the phosphate legislation, the Dutch
government can support and stimulate the export sector
for breeding heifers. And thus prevent 150 years of
breeding and exporting tradition from coming to an end.

Consequences of the exemption for phosphate
production

Breeding heifers that go abroad are not milked in the
Netherlands. Of course they produce phosphate up to the age
of 20 months (export age).
The rearing of 50,000 export heifers means 1,294,000 kg of
phosphate. That is only 1.4% of the phosphate ceiling of 89.4
million kg.
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Dairy farmer in Kenya

Manager dairy farm in Russia

Dairy farmer in Great-Britain

Jeffrey Samoei

Natalya Ershova

Marcus Russel

"After visiting the Netherlands, I

"There is a shortage of milk in

"Three weeks after I called a Dutch

focused more on feed production,

Russia, so we want to increase

exporter, there were 24 heifers in my

conservation, grassland management,

production per cow. Thanks to a

yard. The animals have adapted

feeding and rearing. My cows are

good ration and good housing, the

tremendously to my herd and I expect

inseminated with Dutch semen. Milk

cows, mainly from the Netherlands,

some of them to produce 100,000 kg

production has increased, the cows

already produce a lot of milk. But we

of milk. They are healthy and fit and

are healthier and have better udders. I

do have a shortage of expert staff.

have the best legs and claws in my

want to grow my herd of 35 cows to

We keep in close contact with the

herd. Two cows even received an

100 cows in order to meet the demand

Dutch companies so that they can

excellent score for type. They are fine

for dairy in Kenya."

also help us with that."

cows with good udders, that make
money for me."
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'Not only heifers, but
also exports, knowledge
and products will
disappear'
Bert Schutte
Veterinarian from Dronten

Veterinarian Bert Schutte from Dronten works daily with the very best cows the Netherlands has to offer. He
predicts that the export of breeding heifers will fall to zero in the coming years under pressure from the
phosphate legislation. "We could lose our export position forever and I don't think the politicians and LTO
have foreseen this."

What are the consequences of the loss of rearing places for heifers for export?
Loss of employment
"The Dutch heifers have a very good
reputation abroad. But I expect that
due to the phosphate legislation the
export of breeding heifers will drop
to almost zero in the coming years.
It will cost a lot of employment
because, together with the heifers,
products and knowledge from the
Netherlands are also sent abroad.
Think of barn construction, milking
machines, feed, agricultural
machines, semen and embryos."
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More imports and therefore more
risks of animal diseases
"I foresee that in the Netherlands we
will go from export to the import of
heifers. Meaning, we will run more
risks of bringing in animal diseases,
such as BVD and IBR. This can
have major economic
consequences, although they are of
no importance for food safety. By
giving more room for the rearing of
heifers in the Netherlands, more
imports could be prevented."

Fewer young stock in the pasture:
damage to the image of dairy
farming
“A lot of young stock is in the pasture
in the summer. Less young stock in
the pasture will damage the image of
dairy farming. This young stock also
often walks on pieces of land further
away from home and on pieces of
land where no dairy cows can walk,
for example in nature conservation.
This too will disappear."
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"Every evening a colleague farmer, a Syrian refugee, comes to
get fresh milk. He doesn't speak a word of Dutch, but explains
with hands and feet how wonderfully beautiful he thinks my
cows are. That man understands it and cannot live without
sniffing the scent of cows at least once a day."

Adrion and Lisette van Beek: top breeders, dairy farmers and breeders of
export heifers:

"Heifers are the calling card of our country"
In 2017 and 2018, Adrion and Lisette van Beek from
Breda exported 80 young stock to countries such as
Belgium, Portugal, Russia and Poland. "Now very good
genetics remain unused in crossings with beef cattle." In
the sales price of such a heifer to foreign buyers, 200
euros per animal is spent on advice on how to help the
animal adapt as well as possible to the conditions in the
new home country. Think of nutritional and management
advice. Van Beek himself regularly came along to see
where his cows did end up.
"More than 100 years ago, people from all over the world
came here to admire our breeding stock, our breeding
stock with the best genetics.
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That is now being nullified by government decisions. It
works like a pendulum that at some point swings to the
wrong side and causes irreversible damage. Very good
genetics are now being wasted in crosses with beef
cattle."
If we lose the export, attention for us as a knowledge
country will also disappear, Adrion expects: "The heifers
are the calling card for our country. Thanks to these
animals, foreigners also want to buy other products from
us, such as semen, barn equipment, knowledge, skills and
"know how". Loss of exports is a loss of long-term
relationships."
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Dutch Breeding Heifer travels comfort class
The quality of the transport is of crucial importance
for the export of breeding heifers. For the animals, for
the customer and for the support of the sector.
Livestock exporters and transporters therefore do
everything they can to provide optimal safe,
comfortable and animal-friendly transport. During the
trip, the animals are taken care of down to the last
detail, because nobody benefits if the animals do not
arrive at their destination in top condition.

Transport in the picture
A modern and advanced GPS tracking system
continuously follows the livestock vehicles. As a result, no
unnecessary kilometers are driven and that lowers CO2
emissions. TRACES (Trade Control and Expert System)
provides a good overview of the livestock on the move.
TRACES is the European certification system that follows
all animal flows in Europe. Special stables are used along
the way to rest the cattle.

Livestock trucks
Animals must be transported under the most optimal
conditions and exposed to weather conditions as little as
possible. That is why closed, conditioned livestock trucks
are used. Thanks to a completely closed structure, the
animals are not disturbed by external influences and they
arrive at their destination more calmly and in good
condition. Drivers are specially trained to be able to
transport animals. They keep an eye on the hygiene and
welfare of the animals at all times.

Transport by boat
If the animals have to go by boat, they stay in the cattle
truck. That is calmer for the animals; a stable situation.
They can rest in the straw and there is unlimited food and
drinking water for them.
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Transport by plane
The animals are transported to the airport in a comfort
class livestock truck. There they are placed in special
boxes. After a veterinary check, the boxes can be
loaded onto the plane.
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Quality and control
Both government agencies and private,
independent inspection organizations
frequently check at animal collection
points and during transports. In the
Netherlands, the Dutch Food and
Consumer Product Safety Authority
(NVWA) supervises the safety of the food
chain, animal health and animal welfare.

Dairyman in Moldavia

Dairyman in Russia

Jim Boet

Adam Balagov

"The possibilities for dairy farming are

"The demand for milk is enormous,

enormous here, also thanks to the

which is why we are investing in dairy

good climate. The Dutch cow is

farming. We have traveled all over the

known for its high production.

world and decided to purchase Dutch

Moreover, she adapts to all

heifers because they have the best

circumstances."

genetics and high percentages in the
milk. We have selected the heifers
ourselves on dairy farms in the
Netherlands and that way learned a
lot from Dutch dairy farmers. In the
Netherlands, this gives us a total
package of livestock and knowledge."
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